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Now a little about you:

• What is your role in your 

school/district?
1. Administrator

2. Librarian2. Librarian

3. Tech 

Coordinator/Integrator

4. Classroom Teacher

5. Curriculum Specialist

6. Other



How many times a year do a 

Librarian and Tech teacher teach 

classes together?

1. Every week1. Every week

2. A few of times per term

3. One time a year

4. Only on days that don’t 

end in “y”



Resources

• Link off the ISTE site, or type in 

this URL:

• http://sfsanimalresearch.pb

works.com/ISTE-Model-works.com/ISTE-Model-

Lesson



Goals and Objectives

• Research Process

– Integrate information literacy 

skills

– Learn to evaluate quality:

• Print materials• Print materials

• Online resources

– Use a consistent research 

model

– Develop good habits for:

• Reading for information

• Note-taking

• Citing sources



Information Literacy Skills:
• Learn to select key words

– Use them to search in online 

library resources (Crtl-F) or in 

custom search engines

• Learn to read for 

information onlineinformation online

– Practice reading for 

information on a website

• Select or create images 

and music legally

– No downloading without 

permission



Research Lesson – 4th Grade

• Librarian and Tech Integrator 

have back-to-back classes and 

teach together in each other’s 

rooms or the fourth grade 

classrooms.classrooms.

• Teachers are present for the 

lessons once research has 

started.



Is your Librarian a (purple) 

dinosaur?

• Yes

• No



Who decides about class 

scheduling in your school?

1. Everyone has a voice

2. The Technology specialist

3. The building administrator3. The building administrator

4. The School Nurse

5. The School Secretary

6. None of the above



First meeting in the Library

• Begin with first chapter of 

Did Fleming rescue 

Churchill? : a research 
puzzle, by James Cross 
Giblin ; illustrated by Erik Giblin ; illustrated by Erik 

Brooks

• Revisit the story as we 

move through the process.



Research in Eight Steps

• Introduce research model

• Compare the steps to the 

process the boy goes process the boy goes 

through in the story.



Question:

At what age is research 

formally introduced in your 

school?

1. PK – (Our kids are so 1. PK – (Our kids are so 

advanced!)

2. Kindergarten-First Grade

3. 2nd Grade- 3rd Grade

4. 4th Grade

5. Not until Middle School



Evaluation of Materials

• Role of Encyclopedias

• Assess print materials 

based on reading level, based on reading level, 

copyright date, 

author/source

• Assess websites based on 

reading level, last update, 

author/source 



The New Literacy

• Assess websites for validity:

• Bogus Website: 

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

• Winston Churchill Biography: 

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/

• Alexander Fleming Biography: 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/datab

ank/entries/bmflem.html



Does anyone at your school 

formally teach online reading 

skills?

• Yes• Yes

• No



Learning to read online

• Information is only 

available by READING.

• Use CTRL-F to search for 

information using a key information using a key 

word.

• Read full paragraphs 

instead of “grab and go” 

approach.

• Read captions and side 

notes.



Evaluate Materials- Print and 

Online
• Teachers should always 

evaluate available 

resources BEFORE selecting 

research topics!

• Author

• Copyright date

• Reading Level

• Table of Contents and Index

• Captions and author’s notes.

• Usability



Partner Research – Giant Pandas

• Topic chosen by teachers  

to relate to Social Studies

• Brainstorm:• Brainstorm:

– What we know

– What we wonder about

• Assign topics to student 

partners



Introduce Materials

• Introduce books (pre-

selected at reading level)

• Make a large number of 

books availablebooks available

• Create a custom search 

engine on Google, or 

upload a list(pre-selected) 

websites linked from 

accessible webpage.



Key Words

• Brainstorm key words list

• Practice refining terms

• Relate key words to

– Indexes and Tables of – Indexes and Tables of 

Contents

– Search engine searches

• Teach using key words on 

websites using CTRL-F to 

search site



Note-taking Skills

• Set up note pages or cards 

with source at top of page.

• Respect the author’s voice 

and hard work.and hard work.

• Paraphrase information

• Avoid complete sentences



Writing from your notes

• Establish your voice as the 

writer.

• Organize notes according • Organize notes according 

to the order you wish to 

present the information. 

(Or create an outline)

• Compose a WOW and a 

MOM paragraph.



Create Illustrations and 

Captions

• Use drawing program to 

create illustrations that fill in 

the gaps of what you have 

written.

• No image searches – make 

it yourself!

• Devise appropriate 

captions to explain them.



Post projects on a shared site

• We use a wiki:

• http://sfsanimalresearch.p

bworks.com/Giant-

Pandas-by-Grade-4Pandas-by-Grade-4

• Create accounts so 

students can comment on 

each other’s work.



Questions?



Thank You!Thank You!

Visit booth 1626 for more information



http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/



http://www.winstonchurchill.org/



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/

bmflem.html




